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10' 08 of the Secretary,

; ) V"':::-..f " ElootionCommi..lon ofIncU- on tboabovo montioncdsubject. I am directed to state that
il ~ '-; a now section '23A' hlab-eon insertedin tbe West BengalPanchayat Act,1973for

[II 'V regulationon advertisemoptthrough section 13 of the West Bengal (Third Amendment)
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losed herewith for information and compliance of
I

,,

:: II ' the direotionofBlootion Cotnmission ofIndilt . ,
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New Delhi.ll no())
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No. 3/7/.2008/JS-n Dated: 7
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To

.2,
, ,

Th.'Chtof Sea:reinrles 'ff!

All .,~tatesandUnion TerrltorJeA'".
ThO.Chief :El.c~orlil .Oft'tcerBof :
All Stares AndUnion Territories,

, .'.~,

.
Sub: ~reventto9 ~f~;f~9tro.n't 'Ol'DJ'9ri.t:~ :a,,~'gtblr,ct'11)nqJrznrelated ItlS~-reviged

,instr.uction'. 'rq~~rQ'~",

,Sir,

I am diroot.odto invite a-refol'onceto'th~Commiasion';s letter No. 317/.2007/JS-ll,dated

, 16thOctdber,:2007,'rO,SlU'dll\ipreventio~,ofdefacementof :properlY in.connection with e1ection. . I"
can1paign,

.
.'

In the, put, tboCommi"lon hi' SUisestod'tneenaotmont of sp'ochd laws by state, '

governments for d~;t\l~ni wl~ dGraoom,ntofproportieseffeotivo!y. Some states have enacted

special legisla~ipns'toiovernand 'I'osulate defaoement'of:prQporty.,while the other states have
. ,

legis!atioJ'that eitheronlyoovel',speolficI1l'eas, li~eml.micipalitiesetc, or have no legislation at

all, A tabular statementon r.ospoctlv~positlopsobtaining in the states in .this respect based on

the information a~ailable in the Oon1missionis enclosed in the schedule appended to this
~~ .'

<:i'I'cularCmflrked"s Annexure- J), Slnce.8uni~'nl'mle:wthrol.lghoutthe country is not avaj lable,
" ,.~

what is t:nforceab1r differ~ fl'om ,state to staLe, Keeping in view the forthcoming general

election to the Lok Sabhndue 1112009, it has become necessary to lay down. for smooth

~nnduciM cl\mpai~ndl.,,'in~electionsnndfor~Iearunderstandingof all allthoJ'ities who h8VC

the l'esponsibiliWf~I'thehnplcrm:"tation at 'the 'field level as {\)so of the obscl'vers who are

deputed to oversee the electionain different states/constituencies, a compre!hensive set of

guidelines with respect to.defacement of pJ'opel'ty,

2,



Aft~r considering all aspects of the' matter in depth, the Commission has, in

supersession of the earlier insiruciions, laid down the foHowing directions, to the followed

.' '--1fy~pomiCill5ii'fie!1" canClicli'tiS';tna'iVlCiUil'iii1c1Oijii'iiizitioi1s"""eIc:ciuring'ffi~e!ecti on penod:--"-'---
f'" , , .." '. ,,,._,,, ,,-: ,..,, ,".~;..,, ~".., ".,,,..,~, , ~ '",,""""'.'" ..

I
I D'EFAiCEMr'~'NT0'1" PTIIlLICI)LACES

4, (0) "I " :i Wl'itil1g, p~stini of posters/papers or defacemt::THm "ny other form, or

erecting/disl'lt1~,'m£ ()f Cl.ltOl.lts, hourdingll,banners ,flags; etc, sl:ulJ! be permitted on any

Government ptetDisc (including civil structures, therein), For this p:urpose a Government

premise <would include any Govt. office and the cf!,mpus wherein the office building is situated,

(b) 'lfthe locill'1awexEToSalypermits 'or:~rovidesfor wri:ti~ of slogans, displaying

posters, 'etc" or c~CQtJni'cut'''OIJts"~ho"rdlnisl ~baMers,'PQlitical ijdvertisem~nt, etc., in any .mtJili.£

I2lw; (t1sasain.t~Oovt, promlu), on 'parmontorothorwise, this 'may 'be alJowedstrictly in

accordllncew.lththe rolovant,provlsion,"'of tho 'Iawang $uijject tQ COllrtorders. ifany on this

.,subject,It shoul'dbe ens~dthlt 'MysIJohplaoe is not dominated/monopolizedby any

particular partY(ies) 'or oMdidate(s). All 'partiosand c.andiqates Should be .provided equal

oppo~ri~thi's'reprd, '

'~) If-there 'is'a'speo1fio~Uyearmarked. pliloeprovided'for displaying advertisements

in's 'public plaoe.e~i,;bill ;boarCis,'hoari:Unssetc,and if such space is already let out to anY

agenoy for ,furthor'allocatl~n'toindlvidual oHents.the:District Election Officer through the

mUriicipalauthori~conoe~ed,lf8nY,shouldensure tha.t all'politiealparties 8ndeandidates get

equitable'opportwUtyto, Inwe aeons 'to such advertisement space for ejection related

advertisementslduringthelel oction period,

~

~
.

DEFACEMENT;OP,PRJ:VAT.EIP.LAi'OES

5, (a) Inth~,'States 'whtre'th~reis'no localll1won thesubject. andsubjectto'therestrictions

underthe lawwhere thereis a'lilw,'tem"Q,r~r¥'~nd~a~U¥removableadvertisementmaterials,

~ch,as~a's:lm~ :bapPfrs''m~r~ ~utU.l;''!.!i.e£jvate~remlseswith the voluntary permission of
~e occupant Thepermiailon;lhou,l,d:.b~"anact' 'onree, wfll.:andno t extracted by any pres sure or

. threat. Such:bannoror ;ifliishouldnotcreateal'lY nui-sanceto others, Photo-copy of the

voluntary 'permission ;in wl'lt!ng obtained in this connection should be submitted to the



,. -' ...

.

".~.,.,~
.

".""""-
.
' ".llllilIII~- -""".. _:,!4',

' ;f, " I. >",'

~ R.t~~O~witmn3~ ofi~~.~:on~Cb~~~~~'~.' m fuemmn~
iP1!eSQtimtl~~1!~;ub.'}p~t~(,c) ,b1~:w,..., ,., -", <' ;".; "~,',"-=~7 ~'" ., , ,,~, d', '

(h) Jf:the~t)D~!:;I~wdC);es\~t~g~f.~~~~1)~~~ti}V"-~P"=11JItWtd'iBimnar..,.., ."><...- , ,"', -""'" .. "'-, ~ ,...,,,..

othe'r f'le'''mnnent/selmi.pernil\nent def'ar:amenfwhich is not Wih'fflmovab1e, the 'same shall not

~ l'eAort~d10undel' any c!l'curnstllnoes,evena.n.tbe .pr.otmc.tG:lJNtlWq',cllrlllislId!tbe~cm.ont of

ti\~' p\\('i~'1of thcl'l'oJ:jt:l!'ty,This will also apply in the IItW:!Swhere there is no.looallaw on tbe

.~I~~: .': pt'evot,Uonof d~f&\oementof'property,' " .

((' I \I;"ere the'IoanJlaw expresslypermU.wall wri~'! IImlplatina ofposters,puttin~u,

hoa.1'~s. banners. etc, on privette premises ,With the owner's permission. the contesting

canciicuu:esor the pollti~f11parties conoerned shall obta.inprior written permission from the

owner of the property and submit ,phOto.COptl8of the lame within 3 daysto the Returning.

Uf!ioer or an amccsr clS8,i;ftamdby him for tbeput"poltt, togetherwith lIatat,meat il'\ the

enoio..d.pr;ofcl1'11n1'marlced ASAnneKur.e-2J.The .stAtementin luah ~aH&-and.In the cases

mentionedin sub.parl!(n) aboveshcul~ cisar!)' mentionthereinthename'and adclre:sf;of the

owneror theproperty(rom who.msUClhpermi..lol1 hw; beeI'!obtained topthlSl' with expcmdlture

InC:W'l'edor IIkol)' to be l1\uurl'cclfol' the purpolo. Nothint inflammatoryo~ lil,cly to incite

dillut'fClotlonamonssl con,munities shall.. be permiaNible in such writings/display, The

expon.cit&W'einourred in this mode:on speoific.QampQI~nof cW'Jdidate(s)shall be added 10the

elaC1iot\IKp.ndlturemudctw thecandldute.!1xplluUturc: Inourrodoncxolualve\ campuign for 11

p-~ withoUI !ndicutln" tin)' o&ll\dldt1te shull nOI b~ udd~d tel oW'Jdlc1alcsaxpanditure, The 0
oonteltint oancUdateshull CurnillhlIuehinformutlonvlllit",a/loQQlity/town-wlac.t" theROlurnil1g48
Officer. 01 th~ autht3rlzodomeu,.within:I UI.I)/IIof.'obulillin~.the rcs,yuililltpcrmililliol\. fm CIISYi)
oheokln~by the RelUrnltlt!,omcut' 01'the Elecliol'lOhHcr.voror I1n)'offieel'conl\eele:dwilh the
conduct 0(' olectionl/,

(U) SlIhj!:()1 10 1111:'/'clI!l'icliollll lIIld()1' nn)' Inunl Inw or un)' (,;ourl (mh:rR in (III'(':C:,the

politioul purlioll. candidatc/(, lheit' 1Ib!(,!ntll. worl,t:rll Llnu lIu"t'°rumI nlay rut u/'I hunncl'\;, huntings,

£1u~&. CUI-out/>, on th~it' own ('I1'lIl'1cr!)'.pr'o"iut:d tI\l~)' ,10 110nn their ()Wn volitiun, voluntll/'il"

and without un)' prolillul'C 1'1'0111Lln)' purl)', OI'gul\i~lIli()n (II' rrmmn. Lind I'I'o"idctJ l'urtht:1' 11\1:1

thct-le ell) 11111CIIUIII: IIn)' jnconvcni(.!lwc in UIIY nUIIIIHJl' 10 UIIVOII" " lu'.1 1(' Ul .1 f'
I I. . ~.. n,", " Ie 1 (ISr n\ (I

bUIIII~rli, f1UIl,t~C:ll:, uil1)S 10 s<djcil vol<.: Ic)/' LIllY PIII'li<':Li/m <.:HllcJidlll<.:,tht:11 th~' /'It'ollisIOIIS Iii

S<.:eljol1 17111 ()((h~' lPC' would he Ull/'HClc.:ditlld WOliid 1111\'<':to he (C)/low(,,'d,S<':(,:liol!1711111/




